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Svea ~ April 13, 1904

PLEASE SEE OTHER ANNOUNCEMENT WITH PICTURE OF WIDDÉN.



Svea - April 13, 1904

The Swedish Glee Club is holding an evening of entertainment and dance
Tuesday  the  19th of  April  1904  in  Minot  Hall  at  Washington  and
Springfield Streets in Boston.

Among the first-rate talent is Chas. G. Widden, the original hobo juggler 
etc. 

Doherty’s Orchestra.  Tickets 35 cents.



Nordstjernan ~ February 14, 1907



Charles Widdén in Sweden 

In the spring of 1903 Charles G. Widdén returned to Sweden, the land of
his birth. While there he gave many performances, including one at a folk
park in Malmö. A local newspaper wrote appreciatively of his appearance:
"The best numbers had been saved until last. They were presented by a
Swedish-American as examples of the art with which he has won acclaim
in the West. His delivery was in its way quite new to the Swedish public.
He began with a string of witticisms unlike the usual circus repartee and
went on to juggle eggs, hats, cigarettes, swords and so on. Then to the
audience’s  great  amusement  he  executed a  number  of  drawings.  The
grand  prize  seemed  to  go  to  his  sketch  “Mother  scrubs  the  floor”.
Thunderous  applause  followed  the  extraordinarily  humorous  pieces.
Chas. Widden is unquestionably funny whether he juggles, fusses with
his nightgown or dashes off illustrations."

The reporter spoke to Widdén after the show and learned that he had
been born in Stockholm and residing  in America  for  the  past  twenty
years, where he had performed at the finest theaters. Recently returned
from a tour of northern Sweden, it was expected he would make further
appearances on the folk park circuit. He returned to the United States by
way of England in September of 1903. 

In early August the Malmö newspaper Arbetet published a glowing review
of Widdén’s performance at the town’s folk park. Portions of the article
were reprinted in three Swedish-American newspapers:

Malmö, Sweden: Arbetet  August 01, 1903  
Worcester, MA: Scandinavia  August 19, 1903
Worcester, MA: Svea  April 13, 1904
New York City: Nordstjernan  February 14, 1907



Farewell Show and Dance

Farewell  show and dance  presented by  friends  of  “the  Hobo  Juggler”
Chas. G. Widén at Horticultural Hall: Thursday April 2nd at 8PM. Among
those performing must be mentioned the well-known athletes Hjalmar
Lundin and Aug. W. Johnson in their showcase number, baritone Mr.
John Nelson from the Swedish Glee Club, Miss Kristine Nilsson, Widén
and others. Scandinavia (Worcester, MA) — March 25, 1903 

Swedish Tour 1903
May – September

Wrestlers Hjalmar Lundin and Aug. W. Johnson and entertainer Charles
G. Widdén arrived in Sweden in May of 1903 and toured the country for
the next several months. Lundin and Johnson gave exhibitions of their
strength and wrestling prowess while Widdén demonstrated his talent as
a juggler, chalk talker, comedian and singer.

   



A wrestling tour

Another Swedish-American is participating in the tour, a comedian and
juggler named Charles Widén. Gothenburg Aftonblad — May 13, 1903



Wrestling tour

Another Swedish-American is taking part in the tour, a comedian and
juggler by the name of Charles Widén. Social-Demokraten (Stockholm) —
May 14, 1903



Sporting event

A “Hobo juggler” and Coon song interpreter, Chas. Widden, will conclude
the program with his performance. Gothenburg Aftonblad – May 15, 1903



Mosebacke Variété*

First  appearance  here  of  America’s  foremost  so-called  “Hobo  Juggler”
Chas. G. Widden. New. Outstanding. Hilarious. “Cake Walk” Prince and
Negro dialect comedian. Stockholms-Tidningen — May 27, 1903

* music hall in the entertainment district of  Central Stockhom



Folkets Park 

Swedish-American  Charles  Widden  as  hobo  juggler  and  witty  chalk
talker.  Authentic  American humor.  Sydsvenska  Dagbladet Snällposten
(Malmö) — August 5, 1903



Arbetet (Labor) Organ for Sweden’s Social Democratic Party

Folkets Park 

Today  the  Swedish-American  Charles  Widdén  makes  the  first  of  his
appearances  in  the  park.  It  was  he  who  last  week  gave  the  encore
performances that were reported on and were the funniest we have ever
seen. We are certain that in the next few days a lot of visitors will be
taking in his act. Arbetet (Malmö) — August 5, 1903

 



Charles Widdén

Charles Widdén is funny,  unquestionably.  Whether  he  juggles,  fusses
with his nightgown or dashes off  illustrations. Especially the last one.
We laughed until  rivers of  tears streamed from our eyes,  seeking out
Mother Earth. If  not  for  some restraint the flood of  tears would have
reached Mr. Widdén and probably given him the idea for some clever
remark. Widdén belongs to that category of fortunate people for whom
the spark of genuine humor finds an opportunity for fun and satire in
everything. And when American humor is transplanted in “Old Sweden
by such a natural humorist as Widdén, even the gloomiest person smiles.
Arbetet (Malmö) — August 8, 1903

 



Folkets Park 

Tomorrow the very talented juggler and chalk talker Charles G. Widdén
is performing on stage.  In the evening he will appear again, and music
for dancing will  be provided.  Öresunds–Posten  (Helsingborg) — August
29, 1903



SS Teutonic

In 1903 Charles G.  Widdén returned to  the United States on the SS
Teutonic of the White Star Line. The ship left Liverpool on September
16th and arrived in New York City on September 23rd.



Successful Tour

Mr. Charles Widén, “the hobo juggler”, who this spring accompanied Mr.
Hjalmar Lundin to Sweden and with him and Mr. A. W. Johnson from
New York gave demonstrations of wrestling, juggling, weight lifting etc.,
returned  last  Friday  to  Worcester  after  an  altogether  successful  and
agreeable sojourn. Scandinavia (Worcester, MA) — September 30, 1903



1937 autobiography 

Hjalmar Lundin (1871–1941) was a Swedish wrestler and strongman who
was for many years the undefeated champion of New York City. He and
Charles  G.  Widdén  were  traveling  companions  during  a  1903  trip  to
Sweden.

Lundin arrived in the U.S. in 1893 and was touring as a strongman by
1894. For decades following, he toured the U.S. and other countries as
an  exceptional  wrestler.  Lundin  documents  his  associations  with  the
most famous wrestlers of his time, such as Farmer Burns, Frank Gotch,
Mitsuyo  Maeda  (Konde  Koma),  Ed  "Strangler"  Lewis,  Tom  Jenkins,
George Hackenschmidt, Jim Londos, and many others. Lundin describes
the  differences  between  the  "shooting"  matches  and  the  "works"  that
came later. He tells who could wrestle and who couldn't, and discusses
everyone  from  Olympians  to  those  who  made  their  living  purely  as
entertainers  in  the  rasslin'  ring.  Included  is  Lundin's  account  of  his
defeat of Mitsuyo Maeda, the man responsible for Brazilian jiu-jitsu.

Memories Of A Strongman

The four burly movers hoisted the immense grand piano in the Swedish
royal palace. In the middle was Hjalmar Lundin, a young man already
gaining a reputation in the late 19th century for his unusual strength.



But Lundin's co-workers, jealous of their colleague's ability, decided to
teach the youth a lesson by suddenly releasing their grip on the piano.

To  everyone's  amazement,  Lundin  didn't  drop  the  heavy  instrument.
Instead,  he  lifted  it  onto  his  back  and  carried  it  alone  to  the  royal
ballroom where he set it gently down. The watching King Oscar II was so
impressed with the young man's incredible feat of strength he gave him
50 crowns, enough for Lundin to buy passage to the United States.

It  was the  first  of  many amazing  feats  for  the  man who went  on  to
become a circus strongman and a champion wrestler  nicknamed "the
Swedish Lion" in his new homeland.

Lundin,  who was only  23 when he came to  this  country,  worked for
Pullman Yards in Chicago, where he quickly distinguished himself. The
young immigrant could single-handedly lift a 600-pound steel beam that
usually required four men to lift.

Word of his strength soon reached John Ringling of Ringling Brothers
circus and in 1894, Lundin became the big top's strongman. He would
astound circus-goers by tearing up telephone books and ripping apart
heavy chains but his specialty was a lift called a "wrestler's bridge" in
which he supported 22 men with a combined weight of 3,752 pounds.

His act became so popular that the three-ring circus would halt activity
in the outer rings so he could perform without distraction.

Lundin  left  behind  the  gypsy  life  of  a  circus  performer  to  become  a
professional  Greco-Roman wrestler.  Greco-Roman wrestling  is  a  sport
especially popular in Europe that is an antecedent of the professional
wrestling televised in this country.

As successful at wrestling as he had been in the circus, Lundin went on
to win a  world championship  and even defeated the  legendary Frank
Gotch, who later became a West Point coach.

His wrestling career spanned 26 years and he retired from the mat at age
50, becoming a wrestling judge in New York State.

The Morning Call
KATHY LAUER-WILLIAMS

December 31, 1998
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